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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

In an Office Action dated September 21 , 2001 , the Examiner applied a 
restriction requirement under 35 U.S.C. § 121 among the following claim groups: 
Group I: Claims 1-35 and 72-73, directed to a method of applying pieces of 
material to objects; 

Group II: Claims 36-57 and 71 , directed to a material supply strip for use in 
an applicator device configured to apply pieces of material to 
objects; and 

Group III: Claims 58-70 and 74-75, directed to an application system for 
applying pieces of material to objects. 
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Applicants elect Group I, claims 1-35 and 72-73, directed to a method of 
applying pieces of material to objects. 

For the claims of Group I, the Office Action also contained an election of 
species requirement among the following allegedly distinct species: 

A1: Using two application stations to perform the claimed method; or 
B1 : Using one application station to perform the claimed method. 
A2: Applying pieces of material to two different groups of objects; or 
B2: Applying pieces of material to common objects. 
A3: At least one piece of material on a first surface of the material supply 
strip is substantially the same piece as at least one piece of material on 
the second surface; or 
B3: Each surface of the material supply strip has a different piece of 
material. 

Applicants elect the following alleged species of Group I: 

A1 : Using two application stations to perform the claimed method. Claims 

1-6, 8-35, and 72-73 read on this species. 
B2: Applying pieces of material to common objects. Claims 1-12, 14-35, 

and 72-73 read on this species. 
B3: Each surface of the material supply strip has a different piece of 

material. Claims 1-14, 16, 18, 20, 21-35, and 72-73 read on this 
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Applicants believe that claims 1, 2, 8-10, 21-35, and 72 are generic to all of the 
alleged species of Group I. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Response, please 
charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 


Date: October 22, 2001 
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Respectfully submitted, 


FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
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